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‘# (Creating a Corner in Religious Education. 
} Ifa wheat trust could hold the bulk of the 
present crop in storage, and then by some 
means blight next season’s growth of grain, 
itwould thus put the people at the mercy of 
its own prices for grain. There are monopo- 
lists in religion who are stoutly complaining of 
the absence of Christian instruction in the 
shools of America, an absence which they 
themselves have as stoutly labored to produce 
+ | law. There isa raising as of holy hands to 
abhor a vacuum of their own making, and 
which they intend to keep made until they can 
be the ones chosen to fill it. The language of 
this attitude is, ‘‘No religion among the youth 
in public schools until it can be supplied by 
s,—no use of the Bible, no open religious ex- 
ercises, no teaching of Christian Truth, —until 
there shall he forced such a demand for relig- 
ious instruction that the people shall turn to 
our service as the only resource. Consenting 
receive secular and religious education to- 
gether at our hands, the public will consent to 
§ sppert our church schools vut of the public 
funds.”” The public money has in one quarter 
been confessed to be the objective point of 
this peculiar crusade. 

Thus an important element among youth is 
largely withdrawn from public schools, to find 
teligious opportunity in denominational and 
private schools, and the latter must be in- 
creasingly built up. 

But religion cannot be divorced from the 
public schools. The Bible may, vocal prayers 
and hymns may, the formal expression of one’s 
religious views may, but the secret savor of 
Christian life is prevailingly working in them 
aid through them. On the Christian motive 
they depend for their existence. On this in 
men’s hearts they were founded; this gives 
the teachers that are teachers their courage 
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to live for the up-building of the youth. Creed- 
less but not Godless, without form but not 
void, may be the religious life that carries 
them on through days of self-sacrifice, that 
the people soon to he at the front of the na- 
tion’s activities may not perish for lack of 
knowledge. . Their concern is an uplifting one, 
and thus religious at its foundation. Their 
vocation, as generally felt, is one of the most 
religious of professions in its spirit. Their 
subject matter involves many religious con- 
siderations that have to be taught or explained. 
Nature study cannot thrive without unfolding 
many suggestions of nature’s God. History 
proceeds as a march of Divine providence; and 
many of its movements,—as religious wars, 
migrations of men, persecutions for righteous- 
ness’s sake, the founding of colonies, the He- 
brew, the Protestant, the Puritan, the William 
Penn movement,—demand their true explana- 
tion. Several other topics, and especially much 
that daily happens in pupils’ conduct, appeal 
to religious considerations for treatment on 
their religious side. And however much the 
Bible or any forms of goodliness may be sup- 
pressed, the leaven of the power of godliness 
in many conscientious teachers can not, unless 
in teacher and in taught the Holy Spirit be 
suppressed. The truly religious life in schools 
is beyond the touch of law, sectary or priest. 
They cannot eliminate the undercurrent of the 
law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus; neither 
sheriff, pontiff, nor school board can utterly 
hush the inspeaking Word. 

Formal religious inculcation of essential 
truths is indeed important, but it is the essen- 
tial Truth whose spirit is indispensable for re- 
ligious life; and many apparently creedless 
teachers are having such habitual reference 
to that, and ministering even unconsciously 
a turning of others’ consciences to that, that 
we need not despair of the spirit in them 
finding its own adequate form. For all that, 
it is to be regretted when the way of the Lord 
cannot be prepared in the understanding with 
sound doctrines to facilitate the course of the 
spiritual life. 

That must be as true for schools as outside, 
that ‘‘a sincere Christian life is the only Bible 
that nine-tenths of the world will read.’’ Let 
the Scripture of living epistles, then, be amply in 
evidence among teachers of youth; and where 
the law interdicts the letter, let school boards 
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be doubly diligent to secure more and more of 
these walking volumes of the Spirit. So would 
the tide be stayed of the outpouring from the 
schools of ‘‘a nation of lusty pagans.”’ 

The interdict of man has often crowded to 
the front the edict of God. ‘‘No weapon formed 
against the Lord can prosper,’’ but rather it 
is turned to prosper the Truth. It seems as if 
many movements can do nothing against the 
truth but what is overruled to be for the truth. 
Some speak as if, in shaking their Bibles, 
scholars would take away all the religion they 
have. Others aver that they are driven all the 
closer to the Spirit, and to the things that 
cannot be shaken, which remain. But edu- 
cators are turning to a Divine account the in- 
terdiction of the Bible and of religious drill, 
so to have recourse to the living Source of the 
Bible and of religion. And parents are seeing 
their own responsibility for instructing their 
children religiously, since they cannot lean on 
the schools for that. 

The inculcations of owr educational conven- 
tions now-a-days, are conspicuously the incul- 
cations of spiritual life, as from above ‘‘any 
man, book or writing.’’ ‘‘It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth,”—‘‘the letter killeth, the Spirit 
maketh alive, ’’—changes on this truth are con- 
tinually rung as the leading axioms of educa- 
tion. The two most professing churches of 
the spirituality of the Christian dispensation 
seem to be Quakerism and the new Education. 
It may be that for a season our public edu- 
cation system needs the rebuke of having de- 
pended too much on the formal use of the 
Bible, and on formal openings of schools. It 
was possible to use them, like any rituals, as 
a veil between the heart and the Holiest; and 
the truly religious heart, when the veil is taken 
away, will look more directly to the Holiest. 
Now not those means of grace can be viewed 
as the end, but grace itself is seen as the end. 
Much the more let the Bible out of school be 
used as a means of life. Not a book-religion, 
but a character and a life religion is now in re- 
quest with educators. To save the boys and 
to save the girls, the power of an endless life 
is the gospel more and more believed in, as a 
force eloquent in the savor of a teacher’s 
spirit, whatever legal tongue-tie may be 
brought to bear. And so, let us be qualified 
to pray, that every scheme to make a market 
for itself by driving out others’ words of re- 
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ligion, may but press to higher supremacy in| Extracts From the Diary and Letters of Re-|sary of our peace,—for truly he is ‘a peace. # ihe funer’ 
our schools the kingdom of God, which ‘‘is not becca W. Kite hating spirit. yearly twe 
in word but in power.”’ : : 28th.— Rebecca Walton thus describes ap § qiy, With 
It is far from our thought that the Bible is (Continesé from page 188.) evening spent at Edith Kite’s, probably dun § yery distr 
a dispensable factor in right education. But| First Month 30th, 1847.—I went to even-|ing the week of Yearly Meeting: A gn most 
when, against our protest, that is denied, ear-| ing meeting, Elizabeth Evans spoke; began | Company was there in addition to the family, ing to th 
nest educators must have recourse toa greater | with ‘‘The king’s daughter is all glorious| Joseph Edgerton spoke, saying he had been § ii al 
than the Bible, the Source of its inspiration | within; her clothing is of wrought gold. She | reminded of the passage, “The fathers, wher No date 
and theirs, and make the best of the Better, | said there were some there who, though they | are they and the prophets, do they live for. ton and 
who makes the Book and men good. Signs are|had not attained to that purity the Truth|‘ever;” when thinking of the recent removal 9 eal Friet 
advancing, and let the living be exercised, that | called for, yet were struggling on in the hope| of the head of that family, our late valued § sd spoke 
education’s necessity shall be made the living | to attain it. She said that her heart had been | friend Thomas Kite, adding there was encour. § yho WOU 
Christ’s opportunity. made to rejoice in the belief that there were | agement for all classes,—for the aged who § that they 
noone — many present with whom this was the case. om Se eae ee pt ee 
iends’ Sarah Hillman prayed fervently that we} te, tor the middle-aged who were strong for C 
Friends’ Almanac and Card Calendar. might be preserved. With a sweet silence the | labor and for the young. ges of St 
In another column will be found the annual | meeting closed. A daughter of H. W.’s, a young minister, 9} down-hee 
notice of the Tract Association, informing} Second Month 14th.-—First-day afternoon | appeared in prayer, raising a tribute of thanks. je lookin 
Friends that the Moral Almanac and Card Cal-| read the Friends’ Library account of Samuel | giving for the preceding favor of having the § formidab 
endar for 1904 are on sale at Friends’ Book | Neal,* a most instructive narrative. Often| stone rolled from the well’s mouth, so that § m the c 
Store. as I read did I feel the desire that I might| the flock might be watered, interceding that Sevent 
A few years ago the distribution of the Al-| know something of that hidden life which he | all might be enabled to be more faithful tothe J to meeti 
manac varied from 6,000 to 7,000 copies per| was enabled to partake of, and by which he | calls of duty, etc. felt very 
annum. The distribution, which has gradually | }ived not unto himself but to Him who died| Samuel Cope said he had unexpectedly re § months 
declined, for the last fiscal year was 3,536, of | for him. membered the passage of Scripture, “Ifa § them to 
which over 900 were donated by the Board of} 23rd.—Last evening read before retiring to | brother be overtaken in a fault, ye that are last time 
Managers to the inmates of the Eastern Peni-| rest the last two chapters of St. John. | spiritual, restore such an one in the spiritof J that the 
tentiary. To whose unfaithfulness this de-} Marked how the Saviour queried with his dis-|meekness, considering thyself lest thou also § who had 
crease in circulation may be due is not the ciple Peter, ‘‘Lovest thou me,’’ until the | be tempted.” the time 
province of this article to determine. We do| third time. The poor disciple could only re-| Fifth Month 8th.— Went to North Meeting, 16th.- 
know, however, that the preceding generation | ply ‘‘ Thou knowest that I love thee.’’ Though | Christopher Healy there and spoke. Oh! may J ting thr 
was composed largely of those who were will- | he had so lately denied Him—thus I thought. |! improve by the many opportunities I have § little in 
ing to spend and be spent, in spreading our tes-| | received some comfort; for though I am so} had of late of hearing the gospel preached; tay to 
timonies before the world, and the circulation | often sliding from the right way, and adding | among other things recommended, one was § spend m 
of our Almanac and Calendar was one of the | sin to sin, yet I could, 1 thought, appeal to the | that all might be in the practice of often re § ward, a 
duties which some of these Friends felt laid} dear Saviour, and say, while sensible of my | tiring before the Lord to wait upon Him in § Oh that 
upon them. Are we of this generation willing | departure, ‘‘Lord thou knowest all things, | Silence, which would be more likely to putthe | enabled 
to take up the work which they carried on? | thou knowest that I love thee. Therefore || enemy of our soul’s peace to flight; than any- Nintl 
Shall we simply procure a single copy of each} humbly trust that thou wilt not forsake me, | thing else, for he can’t bear silence. of the « 
for our own home use, and thus passively in-] but gather me with thy flock, so that may| 11th.—Had eighteen scholars. For some } inthe | 
struct the Association to cut down its output | abide close to the Shepherd’s tent.’’ cause do not feel settled and as comfortable § that da 
from year to year? Or shall we expend a} 25th. Went to meeting to-day at Merion| as 1 would wish. Have been endeavoring this | him. | 
small fraction of our time and means in this | with nine scholars, —the day very stormy, and| tay to pray for more grace to eradicate the § Kite; | 
particular direction, procuring extra copies, | a deep snow on the ground. There were only | evil root—and fit me either for longer life or {| who I 
and handing them out to our neighbors, both | six persons present besides the school. for my great change. O Lord! regard the § blessed 
rich and poor? To me it was a comfortable meeting. Many | Prayer of a lonely destitute one. ducing 
The Moral Almanac is valuable not alone to | passages of Scripture passed through my mind. | _17th.—Went to W. M.’s, had a pleasant Elev 
Friends; it is valuable not alone for its local | One that seemed very sweet was the language | Visit, thought on my way to school next morn 9 Germa 
information and calculations, but it is also a] of our Saviour to Mary Magdalene after his|ing how much our happiness might be in 9} ing wa 
compendium of carefully selected reading mat-| resurrection. ‘‘Go to my brethren, and say | creased by attending to little openings of duty, meetin 
ter that is valued by many others than Friends. | unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your | however small they might seem. Paying so | that tl 
To comparatively few outside of our Society is] Father; and to my God and your God.” cial visits may often be among the duties of J tendin 
the Friends’ Calendar known, and yet how} Third Month 5th.—Got to school early this} the day, and that there is a right time for § for th 
thoroughly it is appreciated by some, whose} morning. Read a chapter; the verse, ‘‘Cast | these to be performed, there can be no doubt. | should 
scruples may not seem to run in Friendly lines. | thy burden upon the Lord and He shall sus-| “Light is sown for the righteous and glad- | them; 
In the office of a railroad terminal, where a] tain thee,” afforded some comfort. ness for the upright in heart.” Thi 
large number of clerks had desk room, the] 17th.—Went to Orange street meeting in} 23rd.—First-day. Attended meeting at § may n 
writer noticed a Friends’ Calendar hung over | the morning; William Evans spoke. He began| Arch street in the morning. Joseph Edger- § be co 
one desk. What an influence that calendar] with, ‘‘I believe there can be no progress|ton made a solemn prayer that “neither § care | 
was exerting; what a noble confession it was | made in the spiritual path without a constant | heights nor depths, things present nor things 9 heave 
making to that roomful of young men, testify- | watching unto prayer;’’ he spoke of humility] to come, etc., might ever separate us from J here 
ing that he who placed it there was not ashamed | and that it was the only safe clothing for the | the love of God in Christ Jesus.”’ I found the § count 
of the ground on which he stood. Christian. Amen in my heart to this. Joseph Edgerton § grow 
Some of our members excuse the absence of} Fourth Month 7th.—Felt thankful this| had a meeting for workingmen in the evening J thing 
a Friends’ Calendar in their home, their of- morning that I was somewhat sensible that | ere he left the city. objec 
fice or their store, on the ground that ‘‘so] the Lord was about my path, preserving me} Sixth Month 2nd.—Very rainy to-day—ser- 
many others are distributed free.”’ from falling and enabling me to call upon his | enteen scholars. Last First-day had the com- _ 
It always has cost and always will cost, in vreat naine for preservation both for myself pany of our friend Alexander Dirkin. He ; 
more than dollars and cents, to “let our light 80 | and some of my dear friends. Much do I de-| Spoke sweetly. Began with “‘Tarry ye at Je § penn 
shine before men, that they may see our good | sire that the eye of the mind may be kept upon | rusalem, till ye be endued with power fromon of T 
works, and glorify our Father which is in| Him, all the day long, that our feet may be| high.” Said that we read that “‘ Jerusalemis relig 
Heaven.” The bushel under which we may kept out of all the snares of the grand adver- | 4 quiet habitation,” and that if we ever were 
hide our light, and the candlestick on which able to perform acceptable worship it must be Gr 
we may place it, are both within easy reach.| **“ The Life of Samuel Neal” may be found in Friends’ | by getting to this quiet place. tom. 
Which shall we choose? Library, Vol. Il, p. 2. 14th.—First-day in the afternoon went to Wha 
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te funeral of J. V. He was a young man 
yarly twenty-one years old; sick two weeks 
ily, with typhus fever. His sickness was 
ery distressing,—being deprived of his rea- 
gn most of the time. May this be a warn- 
ing to the young and thoughtless, who are 
iding along carelessly. 

No date.—Susan Lightfoot, Rebecca Wal- 
in and I went up to Joseph Snowden’s; sev- 
gal Friends present. Elizabeth ~itfield there, 
wi spoke. She said there were present those 
yho would have in days to come to rejoice 
that they had been kept with the little flock. 
That the Lord’s people had ever been a poor 
sd afflicted people. She revived many passa- 

of Scripture calculated to encourage the 
down-hearted and strengthen those who might 
ie looking out at the host of the enemy, their 
formidable numbers, and not enough relying 
mm the captain of their salvation. 

Seventh Month 15th.—Took twelve scholars 
tomeeting; had a quiet one. I thought and 
felt very comfortable. Remembered that ten 
months had elapsed since I began to bring 
them to meeting, and now I was there for the 
last time till after the vacation. 1 desired 
that the same good hand might be with us 
who had been our strength and comfort during 
the time we had been together, almost a year. 

16th.—This day closed my school; after get- 
ting through, read to the children and sat a 
little in silence. May I be favored now from 
day to day to be directed where and how to 
spend my time, so that | may be going for- 
ward, and making ready for the close of time. 
Oh that in thought, word and deed I may be 
enabled to praise the Great Name. 

Ninth Month 18th.—Heard on Fourth-day 
of the death of my friend, John Smith. Surely 
inthe midst of life we are in death. Only 
that day week I sat at the dinner table with 
him. On Sixth-day took tea with Lydia B. 
Kite; had a very pleasant visit. Lydiais one 
who I think has known something of the 
blessed work of grace upon her heart,—pro- 
ducing lowliness of mind and humility. 

Eleventh Month, 5th.—Yesterday attended 
Germantown Quarterly Meeting. The meet- 
ing was a favored one. R. T. spoke in second 
meeting concerning small country meetings, 
that the friends who feel the necessity of at- 
tending their meetings, and also are exercised 
for their friends who are careless in that duty 
should kindly invite such friends to accompany 
them; giving gentle admonition in this way. 

Third Month 19th, 1848.—I desire that I 
may not be looking out for great things, but 
be contented with a little that my greatest 
tare may be to be laying up treasures in 
heaven. This life is short and our continuance 
here very uncertain. Often cast up thy ac- 
counts, oh my soul, and see if thou art really 
growing in grace. There are many hindering 
ngs in the way of attaining this desirable 
odject. ; 


(To be continued.) 


“A PENNY and Theresa are nothing, but a 
penny and God are everything,’’ was the motto 
of Theresa when she founded a building for 
religious uses. 


A 


Grace and glory differ as the bud and blos- 
tom. What is grace but glory begun? And 
vhat is glory but grace perfected? 


WHAT A BOY CAN DO 


A boy can make the world more pure 
By kindly word and deed : 

As blossoms call for nature’s light, 
So hearts love’s sunshine need. 


A boy can make the world more pure 
By lips kept ever clean ; 

Silence can influence shed as sure 
As speech—oft more doth mean. 


A boy can make the world more true 
By an exalted aim; 

Let one a given end pursue, 
Others will seek the same. 


Full simple things indeed, these three, 
Thus stated in my rhyme ; 

Yet what, dear lad, could greater be— 
What grander, more sublime? 


—Crusader. 


An Old-Time Letter. 


Dear Joseph Dudley, Clonmel (Ireland): 


. . - | have many times since I saw thee 
remembered a few young Friends, who were 
here at that meeting, and to whom | was 
nearly united with earnest desires that they 
with myself may be preserved in a living sense 
of that power which first awakened us to a 
sense of our wants and poverty, and enabled 
us rightly to make application to Him from 
whom help comes, and not only that we may 
abide but come forward, and know a growth in 
strength, and our own nature more and more 
subdued and brought under a continual cross. 
I often find it hard to get into that silence, 
that stillness of mind in which strength is re- 
newed, a find our meetings here so often flat and 
lifeless, and have been brought into so great 
poverty that 1 have been ready to say, bonds 
and afflictions await me. Yet there is a re- 
ward for the righteous who wait in the pa- 
tience, and though He may for a time hide His 
face, yet in His absence we will not follow 
another. And this I can say in truth, for 
blessed be the name of our God, who is yet 
gracious to those who wait upon Him. Those 
who prepare their hearts to seek Him, seek 
Him not in vain 

I was in Cork last week, and was well pleased 
to hear that my dear friend, Edward Hatton, 
had so far given up as to appear with a few 
words ia their public meeting. I thought | 
felt a great peace in his house, and now since 
he has laid his hand to the work, I hope he 
may grow strong and also strengthen others. 
I believe it is a work long required of him. 
There are some in your meeting who I hope 
are preparing for the Master’s own use; per- 
haps some to be engaged in one work and some 
in another. I hope and believe they will be 
brought forward, if they remain faithful, and 
I hope that thou art one of them who may stand 
upright in His house, which that we may both 
do is my earnest desire. 

I have written thee a long letter, which I 
hope thou will accept in that love and freedom 
in which I write, as a token of which shall 
expect one from thee at a convenient time, 
when the spring seems to open, which will be 
acknowledged as a favor by 

Thy affectionate friend, 
REUBEN FISHER. 


YOUGHAL, Twentieth of Sixth Month, 1775. 


—_ 


How the Koran is Sold. 


In Stamboul there are several bookstores 
the proprietors of which are either Persians, 
Arabians, Abyssinians or Turks. Not in the 
frequented streets are these stores, but in the 
dark and narrow alleys. The books in them 
comprise various editions of the Koran, trans- 
lated into all the languages of the Orient; 
theological and historical treatises on the Ko- 
ran in the Turkish, Persian and Arabic tongues; 
annals which clearly prove that all the sultans 
of the Ottoman dynasty were prodigies of gen- 
ius and sanctity; marvellous fairy tales and 
stories of adventure, which are more or less 
fantastic and the sole object of which is to 
prove that no one should be considered honest, 
intelligent or happy unless he is a Turkish 
Musselman, unless he venerates the sultan, 
unless he lives in Stamboul all his life without 
ever quitting it even for a day, and unless he 
regards as utterly fabulous all that he hears 
about Europe. 

A Musselman is forbidden to sell a copy of 
the Koran, and therefore a foreigner who de- 
sires to purchase the sacred book proceeds 
as follows: Going into the bookstore, having 
on his face as pious an expression as possi- 
ble, he says to the proprietor: 

“*T shall consider myself eternally indebted 
to you if you will present me with a copy of 
the Koran.”’ 

“* As I am a devout believer,’’ the proprie- 
tor will answer, “‘I think it my duty to assist 
any unbeliever who desires to instruct himself 
in our law. Moreover, you seem to be a ser- 
ious man, and! am convinced that it is not vain 
curiosity which prompts you to obtain a copy 
of the Koran, but a sincere desire to study 
our religion. Therefore I am willing to make 
you a present of this copy, though I value it 
highly, for I paid a good price for it.’’ 

He will then put the book in his pocket, 
and a minute or two later the proprietor will 
say, ‘I shall consider myself eternally your 
debtor if you will make me a present of —,” 
naming a certain sum. If the price is too 
high, one may bargain with him, but must take 
care not to make the slightest allusion to the 
copy of the Koran in his pocket, for in dis- 
posing of it the proprietor has clearly broken 
the law, and it would not be good policy to 
remind him of that fact.— Exchange. 


WHAT ARE WE SENDING Up?—A rich woman 
dreamed that she went to heaven and there 
saw a mansion being built. “ Whom is that 
for?” she asked of the guide. 

“ For your gardener.” 

** But he lives in the tiniest cottage on earth 
with barely room enough for his family. He 
might live better if he did not give away so 
much to the miserable poor folks.” 

Further on she saw a tiny cottage being 
built. “‘ And whom is that for ?’’ she asked. 

“*That is for you.” 

** But I have lived ina mansion on earth. I 
would not know how to live in a cottage.” 

The words she heard in reply were full of 
meaning. ‘The Master Builder is doing his 
best with the material that is being sent up.” 

‘**One of the highest sources of enjoyment 
is to feel that we are God’s children,’’—each 
one his special care, 
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For “THE FRIEND.” 


Truth Has Need of Its Testimonies. 


‘‘How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and 
thy tabernacles, O Israel. As the valleys are 
they spread forth, as gardens by the river’s 
side, as the trees of lign-aloes which the Lord 
hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the 
waters.” 

I have felt a concern resting on my mind 
for some time, with regard to some of our tes- 
timonies, and an affectionate interest toward 
those who may be interested in reading and 
an earnest exercise that we may be faithful to 
our convictions. As we consider in the light 
of Truth, when we have been convinced, there 
seems not one of our ‘‘Landmarks’’ too many, 
that have distinguished us as a people, in order 
clearly to mark our inheritance, to show forth 
the glory of the Lord and the meekness of our 
King. By testimony we understand something 
for others, witnessed to by us. 

In this world of fashions and vanities, who, 
rightly minded, could question the need of an 
example in true moderation? As we pass along 
amongst our fellows, we could not well stop 
to tell them all what we believe, but in our 
example we may preach. 

The plain dress is a constant reminder that 
we are conscientiously opposed to the chang- 
ing fashions, and we are silently bearing our 
testimony in that direction, —an epistle, that he 
who reads may run, —yea, ‘‘flee these things,’’ 
and the conspicuous dress of a Friend is ac- 
cepted as a mark of one who is redeemed from 
the world and the spirit of it. These are sim- 
ple costumes adopted by religiously minded 
people commendable in their way, but few of 
such, if any, we find, have been led as far and 
to be as spiritually minded as Friends have 
been. 

Of a Friend there is generally expected 
more; and who would not want to fulfil what 
this title really means—a Friend of the Lord 
Jesus? 

If we bear our testimony in dress, the eyes 
of observers will follow us to our houses and 
homes, expecting consistency, which, if we 
support it therein, strengthens our example. 

I speak from observation and experience. 
They may be led further to enquire into our 
lives, to examine our business, to seek oppor- 
tunity to converse, to prove us therein, and 
if we come up to the’standard set forth by the 
Scripture, there will no doubt be a service 
where it occurs. ‘‘If ye then be risen with 
Christ seek those things which are above,where 
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set 
your affections on things above, not on things 
on the earth, for ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Christ in God.’’ 

Here, then, will be the secret of our suc- 
cess, that all is in the Life, in the Spirit of 
Truth. 

As the time approaches when we will want 
Calendars, it may be well for us to consider 
whether we have as individuals a testimony in 
regard to them, or own that which Friends 
have felt and borne. Those published by busi- 
ness firms as an advertising medium, are made 
attractive and very convenient, sent to us, and 
need only to be hung up, while that published 
by Friends requires some little effort and ex- 
pense to procure. But if the testimony is 
worth anything at all, is it not worth bearing 
faithfully and entirely? Some urge that in 
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business the world’s kind is also needed, but 
ought we to recommend to them what is not 
right? (read John Churchman’s remarks thereon 
in ‘‘Select Anecdotes’’ by John Barclay). Here 
is another opportunity constantly to testify by 
example and explain when necessary. If we 
are right in these things, not just as peculiari- 
ties, but as pure truths, then ought not others 
to know, ought not the world to be taught? 
And how better than in our practice faithfully 
supplemented by precept? If it is not Truth 
in its purity, then it had better te forsaken, 
but that it is, need not to be argued, and the 
Scripture supports. ‘‘Hold fast the form of 
sound words.’’ ‘‘Sound speech that cannot be 
condemned.”’ 

Many are desiring to do something for the 
Lord, and perhaps might be cumbered with 
much serving; when sitting meekly at his feet 
clothed, and in our right mind is the good part 
and the true preparation for further service. 
Truly do I believe our Heavenly Father will 
not recognize and witness to us as individuals 
and a people, only as we are faithful in those 
peculiarities which distinguish us distinctively 
from all others, and the history of individuals 
and organizations will support this truth. The 
honored, gifted and learned Isaac Penington, 
was shown as in a vision our Saviour, and it 
was as a plain Friend; and what is it, honestly, 
that causes these things to decline but the 
Cross and an unwillingness on our part to be- 
lieve and adopt? 1 write as one convinced in 
these latter days, after having departed, and 
not at all or in the least traditionally, and in 
tender interest and sympathy and love to such 
as may be waning, doubting or fearing. But 
oh, let us hold fast and bear the yoke, remem- 
bering the crown, the recompense. 

‘“*If ye were of the world the world would 
love his own, but because ye are not of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth you.” 

SALEM, Ohio. Cyrus Cooper. 


The Transfigured Cross, 

From my window I can see the gable of a 
little gray chapel covered with ivy and sur- 
mounted by an iron cross of severe outlines. 
Encouraged by summer suns and gentle show- 
ers, the vine has already reached the very 
peak of the gable, and begun to twine its au- 
dacious little arms around the cross, wrapping 
it about with a shining green mantle, and 
transforming its ugliness into beauty, so that 
to passers by the transfigured cross on the 
old chapel is as a wonder and an inspiration. 

And so we may take our cross, no matter 
how hard and ugly it may be, and wrap about 
it grace and peace and joy, and cover it 
with humility, gentleness, patience and love, 
until every vestige of its cruel outlines is 
hidden, and it becomes to those we meet ‘‘a 
thing of beauty,’’ and an inspiration to nobler 
living. 

Don’t show to the world the nakedness of 
your sorrow; as nature transformed the little 
cross upon the chapel, let God transfigure 
your cross with his own grace, until those who 
love you, and even you yourself, lose sight of 
the cross, and glory in its beauty. Thus shall 
it be to all with whom you come in contact a 
sign-post pointing its beautiful outstretched 
arms to that other cross, on which the Prince 
of peace gave up his life for the world.— 
Zion’s Watchman. 
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Selected for “Tug FRieyp” 


Elizabeth Raper. 


Elizabeth Raper, of Amersham, in & 
hamshire, England, was born in the Tw 
Month, 1739. Her parents did not make pro. 
fession with Friends, but were truly estimabls 
characters. ..... 

From their situation in life, they had much 
intercourse with what is commonly called 
ished society, and as their daughter, in he 
early years, had great delight in splendor an 
amusements, she was induced to spend mpch 
of her time in a manner that gave her sorroy 
in the retrospect. The opportunities for gratj. 
fying her inclination for display were algo ip 
creased, from the circumstances of her fie 
quently passing a considerable portion of the 
year at places of fashionable resort, on ag. 
count of a weakly state of health; and she ap. 
rived at mature age, satisfying, or endeavor. 
ing to persuade herself, that so long as ghe 
maintained morality, nothing further was re 
quired of her. 

But in the course of an alarming illnes, 
with which she was afflicted when about thirty 
years of age, it appears by her memorandums 
that her mind became very awfully impressed 
with the prospect of her dissolution, which she 
imagined to be near at hand, and for which 
she believed herself to be wholly unprepared, 
In this extremity she earnestly supplicated, 
“Oh, that I may be spared to live for some 
better purpose than | have hitherto done! Oh, 
that a little time may yet be given me, to pre- 
pare for an everlasting existence!’’ 

Then was clearly discovered to her the ne- 
cessity of taking up the cross, in order that 
she might experience the redemption which is 
in our Lord Jesus Christ; and when favored to 
regain her usual state of health, the Most 
High continued with her, so as to make her 
willing to give up all things for the sake of 
that redemption. 

The following extract from her memoran- 
dums will furnish the best account of the man 
ner in which her views were first directed to- 
wards our Society. After describing the 
grounds of her dissatisfaction with the pro- 
fession of religion in which she had been edu- 
cated, she says: ‘‘I looked repeatedly on all 
the denominations I knew, and in so doing, 
those called Quakers were the only people who 
appeared to live near that blessed Truth which 
is able to make us free indeed. I had onee, 
out of mere curiosity, read Robert Barclay’s 
Apology, and could neither understand nor 
make anything of it; but now the more I read 
of their writings the more clearly I perceived 
their principles to coincide with the Divine 
principle in my own breast. I discovered how 
closely my own convictions corresponded with 
their doctrine in every particular, and there 
fore exceedingly lamented that my education 
had not been in this religious Society; where 
they profess not only the necessity of worship- 
ping in spirit and truth, but are not ashamed 
to wait in silence until it shall please the Lord 
to prepare in them an acceptable offering. 

‘Yet this wish was altogether unattended 
with any idea that such a conformity would 
ever be required at my hands; and when one 
thing after another became too burdensome for 
me to bear, and the necessity appeared of tet 
tifying against them, if I would attain that 
peace my soul longed for, even when it ap 
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right other than to obey the law as it now 
stands. 

But there is a law-maker to the individual 
that is higher than that of man; and when 
He commands, his law must be obeyed or 
peace of mind will go. It was this law those 
obeyed of whom we read “‘the world was not 
worthy ;” who suffered all kinds of pains and 
penalties in order to keep a good conscience 
toward God. Now this was in opposition to 
some constituted authority in their day that 
they could not bow to, and the like position 
may become ours, if laws are made that are 
opposed to the law of God. 

The tendency in these days is toward uni- 
versal military service. Then I judge those 
who feel they must obey God rather than man, 
should He permit such a state of things to 
come about, will find themselves as passive 
resisters of such a law by non-compliance. 

Those who act from purely conscientious 
motives will do well to keep clear of all com- 
binations, and to stand single in their minds 
to God, or entanglement will be sure to follow. 

Individuals as well as nations pass through 
sifting times, and the present, I believe, is a 
sifting time for our nation. Well will it be 
for us if that which has its foundation in the 
Divine law written in the heart gets the as- 
cendency over the heat and passion of man’s 
own uneven nature, so that the righteousness 
of God may triumph in us and over all to his 
own glory. 

It behooves each one to seek to live near to 
God by obedience to his own grace in the 
heart and mind, that we may learn more of 
true godliness and a more perfect deliverance 
from the evil of our own nature, and so again 
know our. renewal in the image of God which 
was in the beginning. O that we might thus 
labor with heart and mind to be like Him whose 
meat and drink i#was to do the Father’s will. 

Upheaval may and doubtless will be, but 
our keeping is of Him, and our strength from 
Him, who is ever near to every one of us, 
and He can make us more than conquerurs 
by the power of his Spirit to his glory and 
praise. 

The wickedness of the wicked may and will 
bring trouble, and others may suffer thereby, 
but in the end God will save and deliver those 
who trust in Him, and bring to nought the 
counsel of the ungodly. 

'‘lruly as we sow so shall we reap; if to 
the spirit, the fruit thereof will be joy and 
peace, and rest in the assurance of the Mas- 
ter’s ‘‘well done.’’ Then let us not weary 
in well-doing, for the promise is ours, ‘‘ we 
shall reap if we faint not.”’ 

A well-wisher of Zion, the city of our King, 

CHARLES W. THOMSON. 


26 Havelock Street, Byres’ Road, 
Dowanhill, Glasgow, N. B. 
Eleventh Month 2nd, 1903. 
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THE Christian faith is not dependent only 
on the historical authenticity of the gospel 
narratives. Our faith can never stand in a 
fact of history alone. The believer has access 
to the living Christ to-day. He meets Him face 
to face. The words of Christ bring comfort 
and cheer to his heart. . . . In other words, 
the gospels do not so much verify his experi- 
ence, as his experience verifies the gospels. — 
Bibliotheca Sacra. 7 





THE FRIEND. 
The Father of Lights. 


Every bad and every demoralizing thing is 
from below, and cometh up from the heart of 
self-will, where there is all restlessness and 
inconstancy; but “‘every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning.’’ 

What the sun in the heaven is to the earth, 
that the Father is to us. Was there ever an 
act of unenlightened worship more dignified 
and exalted than his who, from his silent hill- 
top, watched the flushing east, and bowed be- 
fore the great day-bringing, life-giving sun? 
How fine, how true, the apostle’s comparison! 
What light that brightens a human face or 
lightens a page ora pathway but springs from 
the sun? The blaze of the pine-knot, the shin- 
ing lamp, the glowing of coals, or their re- 
duction and refinement in jets of light—all 
are only the release of imprisoned sunshine. 
The gentle beauty of the rainbow, the blue of 
sky and sea, the endless joy of the flowers, 
the witchery of spring, the luxury of summer, 
the wealth of autumn, the flashing splendor of 
a snowy field—all bless the sun for their being. 

Now past the figure of speech, we have 
reached the glorious matter of fact, that God 
is the true Father of lights ; the author of 
every good and perfect gift.—D. Babcock. 

WE would willingly have others perfect, and 
yet we amend not ourselves. . . , And thus 
it appeareth how seldom we weigh our neighbor 
in the same balance with ourselves. — Thomas 4 
Kempis. 


Items Concerning the Society. 


Lydia Bean Cox, a daughter of Joel Bean, hav- 
ing come from California to place a daughter in 
Westtown School, is acceptably visiting Friends in 
these parts. 





Anna M. Votaw, a minister in Richmond, Ind., 
has gone to spend the winter with her son Albert 
H. Votaw (lately teacher in our Westtown school) 
who now resides in Washington, D. C. 





On Sixth-day, the 30th ult., Isaac Sharpless lec- 
tured at Guilford College,North Carolina, on “ Wil- 
liam Penn and Pennsylvania History,” In the even- 
ing on “The Relation of Smaller Colleges to the 
Universities,” and in a reception later in the even- 
ing he gave a talk on Quaker Education; and on 
Seventh-day forenoon he addressed those of the 
college and neighborhood on “The Theory of 
Friends’ Worship.” 





These words from John Wilhelm Rowntree ap- 
pear in the “ Friends’ Quarterly Examiner:”— 

“Let us set ourselves sternly against the artifi- 
cial sermon, the minister who is elaborate in the 
mere pride of his intellect, ornate in the mere vain- 
glory of an oratorical gift. For such utterances 
let there never be a place, but for all ministry 
that is in the life, whether it be in the broken ar- 
ticulation of an overflowing soul, or the molten 
torrent of a prophet’s flaming speech, or the or- 
dered sequence of a teacher’s setting forth the 
ways of God to man, let there be room. And do 
not let us talk too much of ‘the relative place of 
the ministry.’ The ministry of power has a larger 
place than we are likely to fill. In those strenuous 
days when the Quaker was persecuted for his faith, 
his preaching stirred all England.” 


At a recent sitting of Baltimore Quarterly 
Meeting, on Ministry and Oversight, the burden of 
the vocal exercise was on the importance of the 
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een 
gift of prophecy in our meetings. Friends are a. 
most alone in exercising this gift, and there an 
not a few persons who deny its existence, Yet if 
it really be exercised it has a reaching power th 
nothing else can equal upon the person to 

the prophetic message is sent. A Friends’ Meg. 
ing is based upon the thought that the main g 
ject of the gathering is to receive impressions ay 
teaching from God. It is important that we shoal 



































































not allow it to degenerate into what is pra pads on 
the same as that of congregations that have a,  m it 4 
ranged methods. We should be a waiting Mayor, it 
in our gatherings in reverent attitude of body ang rer wh 
mind, and especially encourage faithfulness to th spine De 
promptings of God’s Spirit.—Jnterchange, weye Y 
ork Pa 
On the sixth inst. Joseph Elkinton arrived jj aed 
Philadelphia from Toronto with a party of tey § tmble be 
Doukhobors, who had been consigned to his cam § she. | 
for their education among Friends in these party ast bro 
with a view of becoming teachers among theirow, § shen! 5 
people. He proceeded with them immediately from inte me ' 
the train on which they arrived, and attended the § net wi 
opening exercises of Friends’ Select School. Vasilj against 
Vereschagin, who with his wife and two children & them to 
were of the number, was induced to make, through § Salute n 
their interpreter, some remarks to the assembled § toJ. Sin 
school, to whom he expressed their gratitude tothe § In anc 
Society of Friends, their own attitude against war § srentee 
and the shedding of man’s blood, and their dressed | 
of further education. Some of these will go to § rincial ( 
Friends of Hector Monthly Meeting near Lake Ca § his frie 
yuga, N: Y., others to homes in New Jersey and § of Jame 
in Pennsylvania,—learning agriculture and domes | that the 
tic industries with the schooling to be found in § the Pro 
their neighborhoods. New Ca: 
MACAULAY ON WILLIAM PENN.—Editor Friendy a. 
Intelligencer:—I note with interest, that in lastis me inc 
sue of the Intelligencer Warwick P. Miller inquires 9 fgrthwi 
concerning the refutation of the charges made by § yy ye 
Macaulay against William Penn. In addition to aan, he 
the authorities cited in the reply, it may be stated J oye ti 
a small book devoted to the subject is in existence. 9 ag yor 
It is probably rare in America. The copy in the 9 sant o 
Westtown Library bears the imprint: not ren 
“An inquiry into the evidence relating to the J jp care 
charges brought by Lord Macaulay against Wil yeilded 
liam Penn, by John Paget, esq., Barrister-at-law, ity, wh 
William Blackwood & Sons, Edinburgh & London, 9 gf.” 
1859, 188 pp.” This is doubtless the fullest state 
ment of the case anywhere in print. An article Fors 
in the North American Review for Tenth Month, § ‘0m tl 
1861, devotes some space to the same inquiry. The don Ye 
latest edition of Hepworth Dixon’s book intimates who pe 
that Macaulay was disposed to retract somewhat, tighty- 
in his last years, but the anthorized Life of Lord be will 
Macaulay by his nephew George Otto Trevelyan the kit 
gives no indication of such a thing. Gaase ¢ 
Westtown, Pa. Watson W. DEWEES. — 
AuTOGRAPH LETTERS OF WILLIAM PENN.—Pro §f regard 
minent among the lots sold at the Proud Sale re § ninent 
cently was an unusual collection of autographle> ff the las 
ters of William Penn. In mere number it wasd § masa. 
strong collection, there being twenty-seven gath J aren 
ered together, but a more interesting feature was @ three ) 
the fact that nearly half of them are unpublished, § be sta 
and many others have only been used in parti 9 Belfas 
Robert Proud’s History of Pennsylvania, which he ff iificul 
published early in the last century. , oblige 
As some of the unpublished letters are of inte § pida 
est, they are given below. ; wt di 
In aletter to Thomas Lloyd, and dated Warming § four o 
hurst, seventh of Eighth Month, 1684, Penn says: § vith j 
“The Lord hath brought us all safe to land after & ines | 
six weeks & 4 days passage, of wch time we 7 § premi 
beating on ye northwest side of ye Irish its of 
about 18 days by cross winds. I found my dest § tocha 
wife & family well to my rejoyceing. 11 frm h 
within 7 miles of my own home, but coming @ § Por 
search and sett to rights my papers, To my astom § cious) 
ishment I find not one of ye York ones, no tomes 
vit before ye Mayor about seating Delaware ain 
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gi Bay, the ground of my coming & Strength of 
cause, the Council fixing the point there. 

fe Duke has putt it off “till December,” & if I 
a gett it off till “‘ March,” twill be all I can do, 
suerefor instantly away to York, & gett affidavits 
dike 3 yt N. Byare says can speak to yt matter 
ith before the Mayor & ye Gouvernour renders 
te seal of town & Province, the Gouvernour to 
jpsure: for yt wiil be most outlandish, all de- 
on this, & if John White or Sam] Laud can 

w it done, & swear the hand of Governour & 
ayor, it will be the stronger. Philip Lemain can 
yrer while he lives repaire me this wrong, by his 
gine neglect, so often did I speak to thee where 
seye York papers, & to him, be sure I have ye 
York Papers yt T. Lloyd has put up & he said they 
gere and not a scrap of them to be seen, this is a 
table beyond measure to me & an injury to the 
shle. I have no news to send for I know little. 
Ist brought Sidneys & other tryalls, more expect 
shen I see the K. & Q. & my friends at Court. Sa- 
inte me to ye Gov’r of York, G. Lowry, his writt a 
pest wicked about West Jersey business 
aginst me, what shall I say ofsuch men. I leave 
them to the just Judge & pray they may repent. 
flute me dearly to Fds in ye town, particularly 
oJ. Sim, C. Taylor, J. Har, W. Wood, T. Holmes.” 

In another letter, under date of Charing Cross, 
wrenteenth, First Month, 1684-5, which is ad- 
dressed to Thomas Lloyd, President, and the Pro- 
rincial Council, he gives the news of the death of 
his friend, King Charles II., and of the accession 
ofJames II. as king. He bids the Council to see 
that they forthwith proclaim the new king, over 
the Province and Territories, at Philadelphia and 
NewCastle. Continuing, he wrote: 

“Whether you only order the publication of this 
aso make it yours by yt orders, or publish a new 
me including this, I do order the doeing of it, 
forthwith— My meanings is yt within one hour af- 
tr ye receipt hereof, or as soon as possible you 
can, he be proclaimed & that you keep an account 
af ye time of doeing it from ye time of its arrive- 
ing your hands; that when you transmitt yt ac- 
countof ye care therein it may appear you were 
nt remiss therein, especially at Philadelphia. Pray 
becarefull in ye places, that all due reverence be 
jeilded on all occasions to the King, & his Author- 
4, who is Sovereign, for by our dutifulness we are 

8.” 


ForsteR GREEN.—A few years ago no figure 
frm the Emerald Isle was more familiar in Lon- 
dm Yearly Meeting than that of Forster Green, 
who passed away last week at the ripe age of 
tighty-eight years. In his own city and meeting 
we will long be remembered for his liberality, and 
the kindly spirit in which he sought to aid the 
tase of suffering humanity. 

Born in the year of the battle of Waterloo, he 
tbtained the name of Forster owing to the deep 
regard of his parents for William Forster, the pro- 
ninent minister among Friends of the first half of 
the last century, and father of the statesman. He 
wa pupil at Lisburn school, and after serving an 
prenticeship to his brothers in Belfast, and then 

years in Liverpool, at the age of twenty-two 
we started in the grocery business for himself in 
Kelfast. His early experiences were clouded by 
culty and disappointent; and ere long he was 
tbliged to call his creditors together, to whom he 
Mid a composition of 12s. in the £. But he was 
wt disheartened. He started again, and within 
four or five years he paid off his creditors in full 
vith interest. From that time onwards the bus- 
mess flourished, and one after another additional 
ptemises were acquired. For some years the pro- 
lis of one of the branches were devoted entirely 
‘charitable purposes. For the past ten years the 
has been a limited company. 
Forster Green’s benefactions were most judi- 
tously placed. Hospitals, homes for the blind, 
les of rest, the Y. M. C. A., etc., in turn, and 
‘in and again, were freely supported. The Forster 


Green Hospital for Consumption and Chest Diseases 
at Fortbreda, is an institution mainly due to his 
liberality, where many sufferers have benefited 
from the open-air treatment. To Friends’ schools, 
first in Ireland, but also in England, he was a gen- 
erous contributor. Altogether it is estimated that 
his benefactions must have amounted to fully 
£200,000, the greater part expended in his own 
city.— London Friend. 


“Write me as one who loves his fellowmen.” 


The passing away of our beloved and honored 
Friend, Forster Green, breaks one of the last links 
that bound Friends of Belfast to the old days of 
Quakerism. Even middle-aged persons cannot re- 
member him in the spring-time of manhood. He 
was remarkably free from spiritual pride, and 
thought of himself with deep humility. He recog- 
nized in am unusual degree, that every good and 
perfect gift cometh from the Father of lights: and 
all that he had and all that he was were gifts of 
God. His love for his fellow-men was not vague 
and general, but was manifested in a warm, per- 
sonal interest in many around him. He had a 
strong, many-sided individuality; but the side which 
showed most prominently during the last twenty 
years of his life was the warm, affectionate heart. 
with the passionate desire to help those in sorrow 
or difficulties. 

The home at Derryvolgie seemed to keep alive 
the best traditions of Quakerism. It was a living 
picture of the past, with its simplicity of life and 
absence of parade. Forster Green's courteous 
bearing gave a dignity and charm to the plain 
speech and dress which he retained to the end. 
His “Thee’ and “Thou” revived the memories of 
childhood, aud many found themselves unconscious- 
ly using it in speaking to him. It is beautiful to 
think of the closing years of our dear friend, so 
full of acts of goodness and lovingkindness to so 
many; and to recall the patience with which he 
bore his privations, of sight and hearing, and the 
cheerfulness which he so continually maintained— 
notwithstanding the barrier to the social inter- 
course which he so much enjoyed. 

We believe that the later years of Forster Green’s 
life were wonderfully brought under the control of 
Divine grace, and the mellowing influence of Di- 
vine love. We cherish the remembrance of him 
in the Indian summer of his long life, with the 
evening glow of sunset around him, true and faith- 
ful unto death. 

“The best is yet to be, 
The last of life, for which the first was made; 
Our times are in his hand 
Who saith, ‘A whole I planned. 
Youth knows but half; trust God: see all nor be afraid!’” 


SomE IRISH FRIENDS. 


Notes in General. 


Professor Ermon, who is considered the foremost 
Egyptologist in the world, has nearly completed 
his “ Dictionary of the Ancient Egyptian Langua- 


ges.” The work is a monumental, covering the 
course of Egyptian history from 4000 B. C. on- 
ward. The dictionary will contain 280,000 sub- 
jects. 


By permission of the Governor, the funeral of 
the parts of the Thora scrolls [of the law] which 
were desecrated in Kishinev during the awful 
massacre last spring, took place the other day. 
The parts of the scrolls were put in ten urns, and 
these were laid on a bier covered with black cloth, 
worked in gold and silks. They were borne in a 
great procession from the synagogue, between an 
espalier of Jewish young men to the two-miles-dis- 
tant cemetery. Twenty thousand Jews were in 
the procession, who moved along in deep silence. 
Just before the cemetery was reached the great 
lament of the multitude broke forth. The dese- 
crated sacred things were buried in a sepulchre 
near the place where the unfortunate victims of 
the Kishinev horror are resting.—Jewish Era. 


Call for a Conference of the Citizens of Pennsylvania 
on the Christian Principles of Civil Government 
and the Dangers and Duty of the Nation, which was 
held in Harrisburg, Eleventh Month 18th and 19th, 
1908, under the auspices of the National Reform 
Association. ; 


Three practical questions of the greatest mo- 
ment have been lifted by recent events into prom- 
inence for the whole nation: 


1. Shall our Sabbath laws be surrendered or main- 
tained?— Determined assaults were made on these 
laws last winter in the legislatures of New York 
and Pennsylvania. The same forces have an- 
nounced their determination to renew and continue 
the struggle. Those who have studied the situa- 
tion most thoughtfully foresee that unless our cit- 
izens shall be more thoroughly informed and con- 
vinced as to the reasonableness and necessity of 
these laws, and unless a genuine reformation shall 
be wrought in the practice of many who call them- 
selves Christians, these laws will inevitably be 
swept from the statute books. If they shall be 
overthrown in States like Pennsylvania and New 
York, in what other State can we expect them to 
be maintained? When they shall have been gen- 
erally repealed, we shall have taken on a new and 
alien character as a nation, and shal] enter on a 
new and downward career. 


2. Shall the Reading of the Bible, and all Chris- 
tian Worship and Instruction, be forbidden in the 
Public Schools?—The supreme need of the State is 
for right moral character in her citizens. All the 
evils and dangers which press upon the nation are 
moral evils and dangers. How can the nation com- 
bat these evils so effectively as through the public 
schools? And yet, in a day when this need is more 
sorely felt than ever before, a tendency exerts it- 
self to exclude from the schools all that is most ef- 
fective in the formation of character, and to make 
of this transcendent agency for the moulding of 
the nation a mere instrument for imparting secu- 
lar instruction. Many of our cities had already 
banished the Bible from their schools and forbid- 
den the use even of the Lord’s Prayer, but entire 
States are now taking that position. Within afew 
years, decisions to that effect have been given, 
either by their Supreme Courts, their Attorney 
General or their Superintendents of Public In- 
struction, in the States of Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Nebraska, Montana, Washington and California. 
Here, as at every other point, national life tends 
powerfully to become homogeneous. The influ- 
ences which carry one State to this position, unless 
they are met and counteracted, will carry all. The 
value of prompt and effective discussion has just 
been sirikingly illustrated in Nebraska, where the 
adverse decision of the Supreme Court in October, 
1902, was reconsidered onl modified by the Court, 
as the result of such discussion, in the following Jan- 
uary. This is not a local but a national question, 
for there are few States in which the secular the- 
ory of public education has not won some victo- 
ries. The discussion ought to be pressed wisely, 
earnestly, perseveringly, until every adverse de- 
cision has been reversed, and the whole nation set- 
tles down conclusively on what has been the pre- 
vailing and the historical position of American 
public education. 

3. Shall the Christian law of marriage continue 
to be the basis and the rule for our legislation affecting 
the Fumily ?—Christian morality has moulded our 
legislation on the subject hitherto. Two evils 
have been in conflict with it—loose divorce and 
polygamy. Our divorce laws, under the agitation 
of the past thirty years, show some signs of im- 
provement. But the struggle with polygamy has 
of late taken on a new and most serious form. 
Having gained the vantage ground of Statehood, 
the Mormons are repudiating the covenants under 
which that privilege was accorded them by the 
nation, and are both teaching and practising polyg- 
amy. Four years ago they elected to Congress 
Brigham H. Roberts, a well known and avowed 
polygamist, in order to test the temper of the 
American people; and now, for the same purpose, 
they have sent to the Senate Reed Smoot, who, 
if not himself a polygamist, is a conspicuous of- 
ficial representative of the Mormon system of which 
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polygamy is an essential and inseparable feature. 
If he be allowed to retain the seat to which, 
pending the consideration of the protests against 
him he has been admitted, it will be a signal 
victory for a system which for forty years has 
been at war, at this point, with the authority 
and laws of the United States, and will go far to 
weaken, and ultimately to overthrow, all Chris- 
tian features in our laws respecting the family. 

These and many kindred questions resolve 
themselves into the deeper, fundamental question : 
What is our attitude as a nation toward Almighty 
God, toward the Lord Jesus Christ who is the 
Ruler of nations, and toward the Law revealed in 
his Scripture for the guidance of nations as well as 
of individual men? Are we as a nation striving 
to do the will of God, because it is the will of 
God? If we were, would our divorce laws be 
what they are, and would more than 25,000 di- 
vorces be decreed under them every year? Would 
the desecration of the [First-day of the week] 
abound as it doves, with our government, in some 
respects, the chief offender? Would immoral and 
ungodly men be found so often in the seats of 
power, and political corruption be so flagrant and 
so general? These are evils which destroy na- 
tions. We must repent of them, and overcome 
them, or we shall perish. 

What then is the duty of Christian citizens? 
Plainly, to unite and work together for a refor- 
mation which shall not be partial, but compre- 
hensive and general; not superficial and tran- 
sient but thorough and abiding; which shall reach 
down to the roots of our national being and char- 
acter; which shall arouse and combine the Chris- 
tian forces of the country and make them dom- 
inant in the life of the nation. 

lcci cecilia 
SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep States—The Fifty-eighth Congress met in extra 
session on the 9th inst. In his message to it President 
Roosevelt said: “I have convened the Congress that it 
may consider the legislation necessary to put into opera- 
tion the commercial treaty with Cuba, which was ratified 
by the Senate at its last session, and subsequently by the 
Cuban Government. I deem such legislation demanded 
not only by our interest, but by our honor. This reci- 
procity treaty stands by itself. It is demanded on con- 
siderations of broad national policy, as well as by our 
economic interest. It will do harm to no industry. It 
will benefit many industries. It is in the interest of our 
people as a whole, both because of its importance from 
the broad standpoint of international policy and because 
economically it intimately concerns us to develop and se- 
cure the rich Cuban market for our farmers, artisans, mer- 
chants and manufacturers.” 

A bill to carry into effect legislation as above proposed 
has been introduced and is under consideration by Con- 
gress. 

The action of the President in recognizing the Republic 
of Panama as a de facto government when but a few days 
old is regarded by many as premature and a dangerous 
precedent. A commissioner has been appointed by this 
Republic to negotiate with the United States for a treaty 
with that country permitting a canal to be dug across the 
isthmus. He has arrived in Washington and been for- 
mally received by the President. 

Democratic Senators contend the Spooner act does not 
allow the President to negotiate with the new Republic 
of Panama. The failure of the treaty with Colombia, the 
Democrats claim, exhausts the authority of the President 
under the Spooner act, so far as the Panama Canal iscon- 
cerned, and makes it his duty to open negotiations with 
Costa Rica and Nicaragua for the construction of a canal 
by way of Lake Nicaragua. 

An effort is to be made by Colombia to bring back the 
Isthmians to their former allegiance. 

A despatch from Birmingham, Ala., states that three 
persons who pleaded guilty to the charge of peonage were 
fined $1000 each, and they are the first of thirty who 
have gone through legal process for impressing negroes 
into involuntary service for them. Justices of the Peace 
and constables were connected with the fraud. They cap- 
tured the negroes and committed them, and then allowed 
the farmers for whom they worked to purchase their ser- 
vices. With these convictions the peonage cases have 
about disappeared from the dockets, and the practice is 
said to have been completely broken up by Judge Jones. 

A despatch from Columbia, 8S. C., of the 12th, says: 
For the first time since the Civil War there has gathered 
here a convention of the most representative men in the 
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South for the sole purpose of inducing the best class of 
immigrants to settle upon the unoccupied farming terri- 
tory of the State. The convention resulted in the forma- 
tion of the South Carolina Immigration Association. Its 
president is A. J. Matheson, a naturalized Scotchman, who 
has in course of development a practical plan for bringing 
many thrifty Scotchmen to South Carolina. 

The Bureau of Labor has issued a bulletin on the cost 
of living of workingmen’s families, showing that of 2567 
families in 33 States, from whom data were obtained, the 
average income per family was $827.19; average expen- 
diture for all purposes, $768.54; average expenditure per 
family for food, $326.90, and the average size of family, 
5.31 persons. 

Of a company of fifty-six negroes who emigrated to Li- 
beria from Georgia early in the year, twenty are reported 
to have died from want of food and medicine, and thirty- 
six remain in a weak and sickly condition. The United 
States Minister Lyons, at Monrovia, writes to Secretary 
Hay: “ Owing to the agitation now going on in the United 
States on the subject of negro emigration to Liberia by 
irresponsible persons, whose literature has wide circula- 
tion among the innocent and poorer class of negroes, the 
question becomes one of gravity for the consideration of 
both Governments.” 

Edward Atkinson, of the New England Anti-Imperialist 
League, states that the cost of the war with Spain and 
of the warfare upon the people of the Philippine Islands 
to the end of the last fiscal year, Sixth Month 30, 1903, 
had been over eight hundred and fifty million dollars 
($850,000,000). 

The Supreme Court of New Jersey has decided that the 
boundary line between New York and New Jersey is in 
the middle of the Hudson River, and in the middle of New 
York Bay, and that the New Jersey sovereignty is co-ex- 
tensive with this boundary. 

Secretary Wilson, of the Department of Agriculture, 
after a visit to Texas, has stated in reference to the dam- 
age to the cotton crop caused by the boll weevil. “Prac- 
tically the entire late crop was destroyed. The weevil 
has ravaged much of the best part of the Texas cotton 
belt. All efforts to exterminate it seem to have been 
unavailing. Efforts to eradicate the house fly would be 
about as efficacious. The only way to meet the evil ap- 
parently is to plant early cotton and get in the crop be- 
fore the weevil has opportunity to destroy it.” 

A recent report to the Post Office Department says: 
The United States leads in the number of post-offices and 
employes, Germany as to letter boxes for the public, the 
United States ranking second; Switzerland as to the pro- 
portion of post-offices to area, and the United States as 
to the number of articles of mail matter received by and 
sent to each inhabitant, as to length of mail routes and 
number of pieces of printed matter carried. 

Statistics recently published show that there are five 
mines of emery and corundum, seven garnet mines, eleven 
mines of infusorial earth, tripoli and pumice and eleven 
mar] mines in the United States. 

A despatch from Utah of the 11th says: The whole Pa- 
cific coast, from British Columbia to Southern California 
and the States of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, 
Nevada, Wyoming, Utah and Western Colorado, were swept 
by a storm to-day that has resulted in an almost total 
prostration of telegraph service over that territory. In 
the gorges of the Cascade Mountains snow is reported to 
be four feet deep on the level, and railway traffic is se- 
riously impeded. 

An official statement in Washington in reference to 
cane sugar mentions that ‘‘ During the past five years 
the world’s output of this product has increased from 
3,000,000 to upward of 4,000,000 tons, quantitatively 
the greatest increase ever made in any five year period 
in the history of this industry. 

There were 376 deaths in this city last week, reported 
to the Board of Health. This is 54 less than the pre- 
vious week, and 69 less than the corresponding week of 
1902. Of the foregoing 174 were males and 202 were 
females; 44 died of consumption of the lungs; 40 of in- 
flammation of the lungs and surrounding membranes; 22 
of diphtheria; 12 of cancer; 14 of apoplexy; 7 of typhoid 
fever; 2 of scarlet fever, and 1 of smallpox. 

FCREIGN.—A despatch from Colon of the 10th says : 
The Provisional Government at Panama has received a 
telegram from President Marrequin, of the Republic of 
Colombia, giving assurances that the Panama canal bill 
would most certainly pass Congress in the Eighth Month 
next, and that General Reyes was on his way to the 
Isthmus to make proposals looking to peace and the 
saving of the national honor. The Provisional Govern- 
ment has sent a letter to General Reyes, advising that it 
is useless for him to come to Panama, as his mission is 


: hopeless. 


The potato crop in England is said to be a failure, and 


, large shipments are arranged for from this country. 
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King Victor Emanuel of Italy and his 
Helena have arrived in England on a visit. = (eva 

The Czar of Russia when recently in Darmstadt 
waited upon by a committee of Finns who had been 
iled from their country, desiring an audience for 
purpose of presenting a memorial. The Czar refuse 5 
grant the audience but accepted the memorial, [t 
“ All rights guaranteed by Alexander I. and reiterated by 
hisssuccessors, as well as the reforms instituted by the 
latter, are now broken to fragments in order to 
room for more autocratic government. In the 
years of your Majesty’s reign the confidence of the Fp 
nish people remained unshaken in the belief that 
rights would be preserved, and that they could contigy 
to discharge their duties toward Russia and the crom, 
Now, however, all this is reversed, and unrest and dy 
content prevail everywhere. The Governor has carried 
his dictatorial power to the greatest extreme. He og 
laws law-abiding citizens who refuse obedience to une. 
stitutional edicts, pursues them as criminals and 
and imprisons them. A condition exists in Finland sinj. 
lar to that which obtains when a hostile army invades, 
country. The system has promoted a degree of corrup. 
tion such as was never known before.” 

A despatch from Berlin of the 13th says: Dr. Vogel, ¢ 
the Bonn Hospital, describes in a German medical week} 
the successful substitution of a shaft of ivory for om 
of the bones of a lower arm of a little girl. Subsequent 
examination by Roentgen rays has showed that the heal. 
ing process is complete with the substitution for the bom 
in position. 

An official report of the number of deaths caused ly 
wild beasts in India during the year 1902, gives the total 
as 2,866, of which 1,046 deaths were due to 
Deaths caused by snake bite amounted to 28,166; 801% 
cattle were destroyed by wild beasts, and 9,019 by snakes, 
There were 1,331 tigers killed during the year, for whieh 
rewards were paid, and 72,595 snakes. 
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Lillian J. Garrett, No. 334 N. Orange Street, Media, 
Pa., is prepared to make and repair plain bonnets, 

The Moral Almanac for 1904 is now for saleat 
Friends’ Book Store, 304 Arch Street, price—single copy 
4 cents, by mail 5 cents; per dozen 30 cents, by mail 8 
cents. With paper cover, single copy 5 cents, by mailé 
cents ; per dozen 40 cents, by mail 49 cents. 

Card Calendar for 1904 5 cents each, by mail 10 cents; 
per dozen 60 ceits, by mail 90 cents. 

Friends’ Freedmen’s Association js preparing 
to send their winter contribution of clothing, ete., to their 
School for Colored Youth, at Christiansburg. Partly. 
worn clothing or shoes, new goods, books and magazines, 
will be gladly received at Friends’ Institute, No. 20 South 
Twelfth Street, Philadelphia. They should be plainly 
marked “ For Christiansburg,” and should all be in by the 
first of Twelfth Month. 
































































WeEsTTowN Boarpinc ScHoot.—Applications for the 
admission of pupils to the school, and letters in regard 
instruction and discipline should be addressed to WILLIAM 
F. WICKERSHAM, Principal. 

Payments on account of board and tuition, and com 
munications in regard to business should be forwarded to 
EDWARD G. SMEDLEY, Superintendent. 

Address, Westtown P. O., Chester Co., Pa. 
















Westtown Boarding School.—For conveniente 
of persons coming to Westtown School, the stage will 
meet trains leaving Philadelphia 7.16 and 8.18 a. M, ad 
2.50 and 4.32 p.m. Other trains are met when requested. 
Stage fare, fifteen cents; after 7,30 P. M., twenty-in 
cents each way. To reach the School by telegraph, witt 
West Chester, Phone 114a. 

Epwarp G. SMEDLEY, Supt. 


















Diep, Second Month 4th, 1903, at the residence af 
Charles C. Haines,her son-in-law, Maple Shade, New Jersey, 
ANNA Keyser Jones, in the eighty-second year of het 
age; a member of Germantown Preparative and Frank 
ford Monthly Meeting of Friends. 

——, at the home of her daughter, at Kirkland, Pa, 
on the eeventeenth of Tenth Month, 1903, Sway 
HorreckeRr, in the eighty-first year of her age. She w# 
a member of the Goshen Monthly Meeting of Friends, Pa, 
and a faithful attender of all our religious meetings 
setting a good example to others. Shortly before het 
death, she remarked, “I have faith to believe my sins 
have gone before me to judgment.” We feel that this 
dear Friend possessed the ornament of a meek and 
spirit, which,” we are told, “is,in the sight of 
great price.” 
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